
Public Universities - Measures and Definitions 

 

COMPLETION - KEY MEASURES

 

C01UH - Degrees and Certificates Awarded

Definition: Number of certificates, associate degrees, bachelor's

(baccalaureate) degrees, master's degrees, doctoral degrees (doctoral

research scholarship), and professional (doctoral professional practice)

degrees awarded by Texas public institutions of higher education.

Certificates are lower-level undergraduate certificates.  Note that this

measure includes doctoral degrees (doctoral research scholarship) and

professional (doctoral professional practice) degrees when reported for

individual sectors; however, doctoral and professional degrees are not

included for tracking progress toward the 60x30TX statewide completion

goal.  Source: CBM009

 

C01UH- Degrees and Certificates Awarded (Econ Dis)

Definition: Number of undergraduates who received a certificate, associate

degree, or bachelor's (baccalaureate) degree from a Texas public

institution of higher education. Certificates are lower-level undergraduate

certificates.  Economically disadvantaged students are those receiving Pell

at any time (from 1997 through the most current fiscal year data is

available). Source: CBM009, Financial Aid Database System (FADS)

 

C03U - Graduation Rates

Definition: Number and percentage of first-time, full-time entering degree-

seeking students who enrolled in a minimum of 12 semester credit hours

(SCH) their first fall semester at a Texas public institution and graduated

from the same institution or another Texas public or private (independent)

institution within four, five, and six academic years. First-time

determined by the ‘first-time student flag’ on the CBM001. Source: CBM001,

CBM009, CBM00N

 

C04UHC - Enrollment

Definition: Number of students enrolled in fall at a Texas public

institution. Dual credit students are included (if dual credit is offered);

flex entry students are not included. Source: CBM001

 

COMPLETION - CONTEXTUAL MEASURES

 

C06U - Semester Credit Hours

Definition: Total semester credit hours (SCH), both non-state funded and

state funded, generated by undergraduate and graduate level courses and



students. Post baccalaureate students are included in the graduate level

SCH. Source: CBM004

 

C08UH - Students Receiving Pell Grants

Definition: Percentage and number of undergraduate students who received

any amount of Pell Grant as reported in the THECB financial aid database

(FADS). Matches the fall undergraduate enrollment by valid Social Security

Number (SSN) to FADS and includes all students who received a Pell Grant at

any time in the academic year. The percentage reported is the number of

Pell grant students divided by the fall undergraduate enrollment. Source:

CBM001, Financial Aid Database (FADS)

 

C09U - Students in Texas Top 10% and Top 25%

Definition: Percentage of first-time undergraduates entering the

summer/fall class who ranked in the top 10 percent or the top 11-25 percent

of their Texas public high school classes. Source: CBM001, CBM00B

 

C10UC - Students Enrolled in Dual Credit

Definition: Percentage and number of undergraduate students who are

enrolled in college courses for high school and college credit (dual

credit). The percentage reported is the number of students taking courses

for dual credit divided by the fall undergraduate enrollment. Source:

CBM001

 

C11U - Persistence Rate - One and Two Year

Definition: Percentage of first-time, degree-seeking undergraduates

enrolled in at least 12 semester credit hours (SCH) in the fall semester

who are still enrolled at the same or another Texas public or private

(independent) institution one and two academic fall semesters later. For

two-year persistence percentages, (i) students who earned a Bachelor’s

degree at any Texas public or private institution and did not persist are

excluded from the cohort; and (ii) students who were not enrolled in the

first academic fall which followed, but were enrolled in the second

academic fall which followed are included. Source: CBM001, CBM009, CBM00N

 

C12U - Graduation and Persistence Rate

Definition: Percentage of first-time, full-time degree-seeking students who

enrolled in a minimum of 12 semester credit hours (SCH) their first fall

semester and have graduated from the same or another Texas public or

private (independent) university or are still enrolled at the same

institution or another  Texas public or private (independent) institution

after six academic years. Source: CBM001, CBM009, CBM00N

 



C13UH - Graduation Rates for Graduate Programs

Definition: The cohort was developed by pulling all of the students coded

on the CBM001 at a specific level in the fall semester and then checking

the five prior years to determine if they had been coded at that level in

those prior years. If students were coded at that level in the prior years,

they were dropped from the cohort. The doctoral cohort was tracked for 10

years. The master’s cohort was tracked for 5 years. The master’s cohort

does not include students who received a master’s level certificate or were

classified as a doctorate student within the next 5 years (and did not earn

a master’s degree). Source: CBM001, CBM009, CBM00N

 

C14U - Graduates as % of Total FTE Enrollment

Definition: The number of students who received a bachelor's degree from

the institution in a given year divided by the annual full-time equivalent

enrollment at that institution. Full-time equivalent (FTE) enrollment is

the total of all semester credit hours divided by 30 (the number of student

credit hours considered full time for undergraduates annually). Dual credit

enrollments are not included in FTE. Source: CBM001, CBM009

 

C15U - Graduation Rate of 2-Year College Transfers

Definition: Number and percentage of undergraduates who were first-time

transfer students to a Texas public university from a Texas public 2-year

college. Graduates are grouped based on accrued semester credit hours (SCH)

in the six years before transfer. Counts shown are limited to those who

graduated from the same Texas public university within four years of

initial transfer. For example, graduates in FY 2014 are based on the Fall

2010 university enrollment cohort. These students were tracked backward to

FY 2005 to determine if they accumulated hours at a Texas public 2-year

college. This cohort was then tracked forward and students are included if

they (1) had transfer hours and (2) graduated from the university they

transferred to initially between FY 2011 and FY 2014. Dual credit SCH are

included. NOTE: Beginning with FY 2014, transfers also include students

enrolled in the fall who transferred into the university the prior summer

term, in order to match the IPEDS transfer cohort definition. Source:

CBM001, CBM009

 

C16U - Bachelor's Graduates with Hours at a 2-Year

Definition: Count and percentage of bachelor's graduates who accrued

semester credit hours (SCH) at a Texas public 2-year institution at any

time before graduation. These are grouped based on accrued SCH at a public

2-year institution: less than 30 SCH, and 30 or more SCH. Counts shown are

limited to those who graduated from the same Texas public university during

the reported fiscal year. Dual credit SCH are included in this measure.



Source: CBM001, CBM009

 

C18UC - Underprepared/Prepared Students

Definition: Underprepared Students Who Satisfy TSI - Of the first-time

summer/fall entering (non-flex entry) degree-seeking undergraduates who

were not TSI-exempted and were not determined to meet the standard on the

TSI test for initial placement (math, reading, writing), the percentage of

students who satisfied TSI requirements within 2 years. Source: CBM001,

CBM002.  Underprepared/Prepared Completing Course - Prepared first-time

summer/fall entering (non-flex entry) degree-seeking undergraduates who

were TSI-exempted and/or were determined to meet the standard on the TSI

test for initial placement in each subject are tracked to determine whether

they successfully complete a college-level course in each subject area

(math, reading, writing) within 2 years. Underprepared first-time

summer/fall entering (non-flex entry) degree-seeking undergraduates who

were not TSI-exempted and were not determined to meet the standard on the

TSI test for initial placement in each subject are tracked to determine

whether they successfully complete a college-level course in the subject

that they entered not ready (math, reading, writing) within 2 years. To

successfully complete the first college level course the student must earn

an A, B, or C in a related general education, core curriculum course.

Source: CBM001, CBM002, CBM00S. Underprepared/Prepared Receiving an Award -

Definition of Prepared and Receiving an Award: Of the public 2-year college

first time summer/fall entering undergraduates who were TSI-exempted and/or

were determined to meet the standard on the TSI test for initial placement,

the percentage who were awarded a bachelor's, associate, or certificate

within three years. Definition of Unprepared and Receiving an Award: Of the

public 2-year college first time summer/fall entering undergraduates who

were not TSI-exempted and were not determined to meet the standard on the

TSI test for initial placement, the percentage who were awarded a

bachelor's, associate, or certificate within three years. Source: CBM001,

CBM002, CBM009

 

C99U - Out-of-State Peer Comparison

Definition: Comparison data for out-of-state peer measures. Source: IPEDS

 

MARKETABLE SKILLS - KEY MEASURES

 

M01A - Working or Enrolled within One Year

Definition: Number and percentage of students awarded a degree or

certificate in a given year who are employed in the 4th quarter of the

calendar year in which the program (fiscal) year ends or enrolled in a

Texas public, private (independent), and for-profit (career) institution of



higher education in the fall semester after receiving the award. Enrollment

in certain institutions located outside Texas serving residents or

conducting services in Texas, is also included.  Students are considered

employed if they are reported in the Texas Unemployment Insurance (UI) or

the U.S. Office of Personnel Management (OPM) wage records. OPM data were

only available from 2005 to 2016. Note that this measure was revised to

match the 60x30TX state strategic plan; enrollment is no longer dependent

on degree level. Source: CBM001, CBM009, Unemployment Insurance (UI) wage

records, Office of Personnel Management (OPM) wage records

 

MARKETABLE SKILLS - CONTEXTUAL MEASURES

 

M02U - Certification and Licensure Pass Rates

Definition: Certification or licensure rate on state or national exams in

law, pharmacy, nursing and engineering. Source:  Legislative Budget Board

(LBB)

 

STUDENT DEBT - KEY MEASURES

 

S01A - Student Debt as Percentage of  Wage

Definition: Median of individual student loan debt as a percentage of first

year wage for students awarded a certificate, associate degree, or

bachelor's degree in a given year from a Texas public institution.

Individual must have student loan debt at time of award and wages in first

year following award. Each student's loan debt includes loans reported in

the THECB financial aid database (FADS) report by any institution for that

student in the last 15 years, excluding parent loan debt. First year wages

are based on UI wage data reported to the Texas Workforce Commission.

Bachelor’s degrees awarded at community colleges are not included. Source:

CBM009, Unemployment Insurance (UI) wage records, Financial Aid Database

System (FADS)

 

S02UH - Excess Semester Credit Hours

Definition: Average number of semester credit hours (SCH) attempted by

graduates of bachelor's degree programs from a Texas public institution in

excess of the degree plan. To determine SCH attempted, compile all college-

level semester credit hours a graduate attempted for up to 10 years prior

to the time of college graduation. Developmental education SCH attempted

and dual credit SCH attempted are not included. Two breakouts are also

shown: average attempted SCH accumulated by graduates who began and

graduated at the same institution and average attempted SCH accumulated

among graduates who began at another public institution.  Source: CBM001,

CBM009, CBM00N



 

S03UH - Percent of Graduates with Debt

Definition: Percentage of students awarded an associate or bachelor's

degree from a Texas public or private (independent) 4-year institution in a

given year who have student loan debt. Each student's loan debt includes

loans reported in the THECB financial aid database (FADS) report by any

institution for that student in the last 15 years, excluding parent loan

debt. Source: CBM009, Financial Aid Database System (FADS)

 

S04UH - Tuition and Fees

Definition: Statutory tuition (state required tuition), designated tuition

(set by institutional governing boards), and mandatory fees (charged to all

students), for resident undergraduate students at 30 semester credit hours

(SCH) for a fall and spring semester. Many institutions charge additional

fees that vary by field of study and/or major. The actual cost for 30 SCH

of tuition and fees may be higher for some students as only statutory

tuition, designated tuition, and mandatory fees are included. Source:

College Student Budget

 

STUDENT DEBT - CONTEXTUAL MEASURES

 

S05U - Graduates With No More Than 3 Excess Hours

Definition: Number of bachelor's degree graduates who attempt no more than

three additional semester credit hours (SCH) required to complete their

degree plan divided by the total number of bachelor's degree graduates.

This includes all college-level SCH attempted for up to 10 years prior to

the time of graduation.  Developmental education and dual credit SCH are

not included. Source: CBM001, CBM009, CBM00N

 

S06UCH - Average Debt of Graduates with Loans

Definition: Average debt is calculated by averaging each student’s loan

debt, accumulated at all Texas institutions up to the time of receiving an

applicable degree, based on the student’s highest degree earned. Only

students with debt are included. Each student's loan debt includes loans

reported in the THECB financial aid database (FADS) report by any

institution for that student in the last 15 years, excluding parent loan

debt.  Two breakouts are also shown: average debt accumulated by graduates

who began and graduated at the same institution and average debt

accumulated by graduates who began at another public institution. Source:

CBM001, CBM009, Financial Aid Database System (FADS)

 

S07UC - Percent of Attempted SCH Completed

Definition: The number of state-funded fall semester credit hours (SCH)



completed divided by the fall state-funded SCH attempted. Withdrawn/dropped

SCH are considered attempted but not completed. All other grade values,

including incompletes and failures are included as completed SCH. The

percentage of attempted SCH that are successfully completed (with grade

values of A, B, C, D or Credit Passed only) are also shown. Source: CBM00S

 

S08UC - Time to Degree

Definition: The average length of time in years to complete a bachelor's

degree (for public universities) or an associate degree (for public 2-year

institutions). Students are tracked 10 years back for total years and

months that have elapsed from the first date of entry. Dual credit and

developmental education hours are excluded. Source: CBM001, CBM009, CBM00N

 

S09UC - SCH to Degree

Definition: The average attempted semester credit hours (SCH) to complete a

bachelor's degree (for public universities) or an associate degree (for

public 2-year institutions). Students are tracked 10 years back for

accumulation of semester credit hours that have elapsed from the first date

of entry. Dual credit and developmental education hours are excluded.

Source: CBM001, CBM009, CBM00N

 

S99U - Out-of-State Peer Comparison

Definition: Comparison data for out-of-state peer measures. Source: IPEDS

 

SECTOR-SPECIFIC/OTHER - CONTEXTUAL MEASURES

 

X02U - Average and Median Class Size

Definition: Average and median lower division class size. These are

organized classes (class type 1, 2, and 4) at the freshman and sophomore

level. Non-composite classes are grouped by course type, course number,

prefix and section number. Composite classes are grouped together by

composite code. Source: CBM004

 

X03U - Student/Faculty Ratio

Definition: Full-time student equivalents (FTSE) divided by full-time

equivalent (FTE) faculty. Undergraduate full-time-student-equivalents

(FTSE's) are calculated on 15 semester credit hours; master's, pharmacy,

law, and other special profession FTSE's are calculated on 12 semester

credit hours; optometry is calculated on 17 semester credit hours; and

doctoral FTSE's are calculated on 9 semester credit hours. All semester

credit hours, not just state-funded hours, are included. Full-time

equivalent (FTE) faculty are instructional faculty with rank codes 1-5 and

appointment codes 01 and 02. Faculty must be teaching a course reported on



the CBM004. Only the percentage of time in appointment codes 01 and 02 are

counted. Faculty members without a salary are included. Teaching assistants

are not included to match  Legislative Budget Board (LBB) measure. Source:

CBM004, CBM008

 

X05U - Research Expenditures per FTE Faculty

Definition: Federal and private research expenditures divided by the number

of fall tenured/tenure-track full-time-equivalent faculty (ranks 1-5) with

teaching responsibilities (01 and 02). Source: Institutions’ Annual

Financial Reports. CBM004, CBM008

 

X06UH - Research Expenditures by Source of Funds

Definition: Total research expenditures by source of funds (federal, state,

private, and institutional). To qualify as research, the primary purpose of

the contract, gift, or grant must be research. Source: Institutions’ Annual

Financial Reports

 

X07U - Restricted Research Expenditures

Definition: Restricted research expenditures are a subset of total research

expenditures. They are expenditures of funds that an external entity (such

as government agencies, philanthropic organizations, or individuals) has

placed limitations on and for which the use of the funds qualifies as

research and development. To qualify as research, the primary purpose of

the contract, gift, or grant must be research. The Coordinating Board

collects restricted research expenditures for formula distribution of the

Texas Comprehensive Research Fund (TCRF) and the Core Research Support Fund

(CRFS) and as criterion for the National Research Universities Fund (NRUF).

The collection of restricted research expenditures includes a public

procedure assuring transparency and commonality between institutions. The

definition of restricted research expenditures is more narrowly defined

than restricted research expenditures that are listed in institutions’

Annual Financial Reports (AFR). Accountability system estimates for

restricted research expenditures for institutions that are not

participating in TCRF, CRFS, or NRUF (e.g., Texas A&M University, The

University of Texas at Austin, and health-related institutions) are

research expenditures minus state appropriated funds, institutional funds,

and indirect cost. Estimated restricted research expenditures and data from

institution’s AFR must not be compared directly with restricted research

expenditures collected for RDF and NRUF. Source: Institutions’ Annual

Financial Reports

 

X08U - FTE faculty who are Tenure/Tenure-Track 

Definition: Number and percentage of all FTE faculty with teaching



responsibility who are tenured or tenure-track. Faculty of all FTE faculty,

rank codes 1 through 5, with teaching responsibility (appointment codes 01

and 02 and are reported during the fall semester as the teacher of record

on the CBM004) who are tenured or tenure-track. Teaching assistants are not

included, to match  Legislative Budget Board (LBB) measure. Source: CBM008,

CBM004

 

X10UC - Expenditures per FTE Student

Definition: Total operating expenses by NACUBO classification as included

on the statement of revenues, expenses, and changes in net assets divided

by full-time equivalent (FTE) students. For this measure, FTE students are

determined using state funded hours only. Break outs include instructional

support expenditures, institutional support expenditures, academic support

expenditures, and other expenditures per FTE. Source: Institutions’ Annual

Financial Reports, CBM004

 

X99U - Out-of-State Peer Comparison

Definition: Comparison data for out-of-state peer measures. Source: IPEDS


